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February 14, 2012 

  

  

Dear Ramon Robinson, 

  

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that you have been admitted to Stanford University’s 

doctoral program in Sociology beginning in Autumn Quarter of the 2012-2013 academic year.  The 

Admissions Committee carefully reviewed about 190 applications and expects an entering cohort of 

between 12 and 14 students. The limited size of this cohort reflects our continued commitment to 

maintaining a small doctoral program which emphasizes individual attention to our graduate students 

in a way that few other top-rated programs can. We are especially pleased with the diverse and 

intellectually exciting group of students we have admitted this year.   

  

Stanford University and the Sociology Department offer students access to internationally-known 

scholars who are committed to providing both formal training and individualized mentoring.  We 

consider our students to be as exceptional as our faculty, and we are known for graduate training in 
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which students are treated as future professional colleagues who form close working relationships 

with the faculty.  We have read your file carefully and are confident that you will flourish in this very 

special and demanding environment.   

  

You are invited to attend an Open House for all students admitted to the Sociology PhD Program at 

Stanford on March 15
th
 and 16

th
.  This gathering will provide you with an opportunity to meet faculty 

and graduate students, learn more about our department, tour Stanford University, and gain valuable 

information about our doctoral program. Travel to Stanford for the department Open House will be 

subsidized by reimbursement.  

Please RSVP for this event as soon as possible by providing the information requested here: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/AdmitOpenHouse2012  

  

As part of our admissions offer, we are pleased to present you with a funding package for the first 5 

years of our program.  Funding packages provide salary or stipend plus tuition for Autumn, Winter, 

and Spring quarters for all five years, plus salary and tuition for your first three summers.  Individual 

health insurance is provided for all five years.  Please note that funding is contingent upon 

satisfactory academic progress, adherence to department policies, and timely completion of 

coursework and degree milestones. 

  

The dollar amounts listed in this letter are pending confirmation from the Dean’s Office.  Final aid 

rates for graduate students are generally published in March. 

  

In your first academic year, you will receive a fellowship of approximately $24,096 ($8,032 per 

academic quarter).  This fellowship does not carry any research or teaching obligations, allowing you 

to devote complete attention to your studies. In summer quarter of your first year, you will he hired as 

a Research Assistant for 20 hours per week.  The salary for the 8-week summer appointment will be 

about $6,426.   

  

Funding for academic years 2 through 4 will vary and typically combines a variety of sources 

including fellowships, teaching assistantships and research assistantships.  Many students secure 

prestigious fellowships to augment department funding.  In addition to this academic year funding, 

students also receive funding for two additional summers during years 2 and 3 in the form of 8-week 

RAs.  Students who have consistently completed degree requirements in a timely fashion, and who 

have completed all requirements except the dissertation by the end of May of their fourth year in the 

program, will receive a department fellowship (with no work requirement) for Autumn, Winter, and 

Spring quarters of the fifth year.  
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In addition to salary or stipend, tuition, and individual health insurance, the department provides 

additional funds for dissertation research projects, travel to professional conferences and trainings, 

and computers. While the exact program is subject to review and change at the end of each year, the 

following programs will be in effect for 2012-2013. 

 

1. Travel Funds:  $3,000 in travel funds available to each doctoral student during their 

academic career  for travel to conferences, professional meetings, and research-related 

training and travel;   

2. Computer Funds: $1,250 in computer funds to each doctoral student during their academic 

career for purchase of up to 2 computers.  

3. Funds for Miscellaneous Expenses: First year doctoral students will receive a $2,000 stipend 

at the start of the academic year. Students making good academic progress will receive 

another $2,000 stipend at the start of their second year of study. These funds can be used for 

relocation expenses, books, and to fund research expenses. 

4. Sociology Research Opportunity (SRO) Grants: Doctoral students who have successfully 

defended their dissertation prospectus are eligible to apply for SRO dissertation improvement 

grants. Funding is competitive and the award amount varies. SRO Grant Proposals are 

solicited and funding decisions are made twice each year. (Students may receive SRO grants 

no more than two times and may not receive funding twice in the same academic year.) In 

addition to the department’s SRO program, there are other competitive University research 

awards that graduate students may also apply for.  

  

The Sociology Doctoral Program at Stanford University is a full-time program where you will be 

immersed in the academic and research environment. Degree requirements are available online in the 

Stanford Bulletin (link provided below).  During quarters when you are enrolled full-time or are 

funded on an assistantship, you are expected to remain in residence (living within reasonable 

proximity to the campus) and to avoid extended absences unless you have made specific 

arrangements to conduct research away from Stanford with your advisor,  

the Graduate Studies Committee and the Department Chair. 

The Office of Graduate Admissions at Stanford University posts specific information on registration 

dates, enrollment requirements, finances, housing, and pre-registration procedures.  Please review the 

information for newly admitted students on the Stanford University Admissions 

webpage:   http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/gradadmissions/admitted.  

  

Although we would appreciate knowing your final decision as soon as possible, please note that the 

http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/gradadmissions/admitted


final deadline for responding to our offer is April 15, 2012.  Instructions on how to respond to your 

offer are listed below.  We hope that, after collecting information on all your options (and we 

appreciate that many of you will have more than one), you will feel as enthusiastic about our 

department as we feel about you. We very much look forward to welcoming you to Stanford 

University.  

  

Sincerely, 

  

  

  

Mark Granovetter 

Professor and Chair, Admissions Committee 

  

  

  

Stanford Bulletin - 2011-12 Sociology Doctoral Degree requirements: 

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/registrar/bulletin/6100.htm  

  

Please note: All offers are contingent on the verification of the fulfillment of admission requirements 

by Graduate Admissions, Office of the University Registrar. If you accept our offer of admission, 

Graduate Admissions will review your file and notify you of any final credentials not yet received; 

they will authorize your enrollment only after verification of fulfillment of University admission 

requirements.   

Stanford University reserves the right to rescind admission for the grounds listed in Stanford’s Right 

of Verification, http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/gradadmissions/applying/verification. 

Housing: The University’s Housing Office has also asked that we inform you that it would be to your 

advantage to advise Stanford of your need for housing as soon as possible so that you can be 

assigned a student number for placement of your preferences in the upcoming spring housing 

lottery.  See information regarding graduate housing for new students here: 

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/rde/cgi-bin/drupal/housing/housing/housing-options  
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A mandatory Fall Orientation will be held sometime the week of September 17, 2012. The first day of 

classes will be Monday, September 24, 2012. You will receive more information about Fall 

Orientation events by email over the summer. The Stanford Academic Calendar is available at: 

http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/registrar/academic-calendar.  

  

Your scholarship/fellowship is subject to United States tax laws. Payments to degree candidates are 

tax exempt only to the extent they are used for tuition and fees required for enrollment or attendance, 

as well as for books, supplies, and equipment required for courses of instruction. Amounts used for 

other items, such as room and board, are considered taxable income by the IRS and state taxing 

authorities. You have the responsibility for the proper tax reporting of your scholarship or fellowship 

payment, as well as the liability for any tax payments that may be due.  For information related to tax 

implications associated with receipt of graduate aid, please visit 

http://fingate.stanford.edu/students/taxinfo/tax_citizen_residalien.html.   

  

  

_________________________________________________________________________________

___ 

  

  

IMPORTANT: Your Stanford STUDENT ID # is 05080012.  Please keep this number on file as it is 

required to accept your offer of admission to our PhD program. 

  

Responding to Our Offer of Admission 

To accept or decline the offer of admission on the web, you first need to set up your Stanford 

University Network Identification name (SUNet ID). Approximately 24 hours after you have set up 

your SUNet ID, you will be able to log in to Axess, our online information system, to accept or 

decline the offer. 

Create your SUNet ID:  Before you begin, think carefully about your SUNet ID. Once selected, it 

cannot be changed. If you are accepting admission, it will form part of your Stanford email address 

and, if you create one, your web home page. For example, Jane Doe may choose the SUNet ID 

“jdoe.” Her email address would then be jdoe@stanford.edu and her web address would be 

http://www.stanford.edu/~jdoe. Choose your ID carefully; picking a humorous name may distinguish 

you on campus, but may seem inappropriate later when you are applying for jobs and posting your 
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resumé.  

Visit https://sunetid.stanford.edu/main/SUNetIdApp/CreateApp and follow the instructions. You will 

need your Stanford student ID number (see page 3 of offer letter) 

Once you complete the SUNet ID application process, it will be approximately 24 hours before your 

SUNet ID will be available. You can then log into Axess to accept or decline Stanford’s offer of 

admission. Note: If you are accepting, it will take an additional 24 hours before your access to other 

Stanford online services, including email, will be available. 

Log in to Axess using your SUNet ID:  Go to https://axess.stanford.edu/  and use your SUNet ID 

and password to log in.  Click on “Graduate Admissions Acceptance” in the menu on the left to open 

the response page and indicate your response to the offer of admission. You will be able to create 

your email account and access other services approximately 24 hours after you accept the offer of 

admission.  For more information on your SUNet ID and access to resources see 

http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/gradadmissions/resources/computing  

If you create a SUNet ID and you accept the offer on the web, you will be able to establish your 

Stanford University email account about 2 days later. If you are unable to create a SUNet ID and 

respond on the web, you will not be able to set up a Stanford University email account until August 

30.  

  

 
Sarah Giberman, Graduate Student Services | Department of Sociology | Phone  (650) 724-2437 | Fax  (650) 725-6471 
swilson7@stanford.edu | http://sociology.stanford.edu | http://www.facebook.com/StanfordSociology 
  
 

 

 

https://sunetid.stanford.edu/main/SUNetIdApp/CreateApp
https://axess.stanford.edu/
http://studentaffairs.stanford.edu/gradadmissions/resources/computing
mailto:swilson7@stanford.edu
http://sociology.stanford.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/StanfordSociology

